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SIDI, Programs in Integrated Product Design

Indian Institute of Information Technology, Design and 
Manufacturing Kancheepuram (IIITDM) is an Institute of 
National Importance under the Ministry of Education, setup 
in 2007 with a vision to promote creative and knowledge-
intensive products and processes in the manufacturing 
sector. It is strategically located in the proximity of the 
industrial clusters in Chennai and UNESCO heritage sites 
in Mahabalipuram and Kancheepuram. IIITDM is in the 
Band-A (Rank 11-25) among the Institutes of National 
Importance in the Atal Innovation ranking (ARIIA 2020).

The School of Interdisciplinary Design and Innovation 
(SIDI) was been created in November 2020 to give thrust 
to the design-centric education mandate of IIITDM 
Kancheepuram. SIDI draws its motivation from two 
major developments that have impacted the education 
sector in the year 2020 – the fault-lines in the prevalent 
teaching/faculty-centric model of education, and the 
National Education Policy 2020 that was exposed during 
the pandemic has created possibilities for developing 
new learning/student -centric networks of education and 
innovation. 

Academic Programs 
SIDI offers multiple programs in Integrated 
Product Design at undergraduate, postgraduate and 
doctoral levels. All the courses and programs are carefully 
curated to promote the spirit of learning by doing 
and promote student-led innovation through vertical 
integration across the semesters. SIDI programs are 
periodically reviewed and guided by a Design Advisory 
Council comprising eminent and leading design experts 
from the academia and industry.
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Key principles informing curriculum design

Student and Practice-centered learning 
A unique introductory foundation programme- devised specially to help 
unlearn and rediscover the creative selves to invent the emerging future by 
orienting towards innovation and human-centred design. This course also 
helps them set goals and take ownership for their learning.  The program 
lays strong emphasis on experiential learning and whole-body engagement 
through sketching, model making, and reflexive narratives to cultivate the 
qualities of presence, responsiveness and improvisation in a context (learning-
by doing: 60% credits; theory: 40% credits) 

In addition, students are exposed to and prepared for the global challenges 
through a portfolio of elective courses and workshops in design and 
management, multiple projects with varying degrees of complexity and a 
semester-long industry-internship with a blended transformational learning 
experience. Inter-disciplinary synthesis and interactive collaboration with 
design and engineering student cohorts, staff and industry experts enable 
faster learning, reach potentials, and realize translation of innovative ideas for 
sustainable and desirable products into life.

Integration of Design with Technology and Business
Exposure to digital tools and AI for collaborative designs 
Emerging technologies (Kinetic Art, Electric Vehicle, Wearables, Context Aware)
Strategic Management of Design & Innovation and Product - Service Systems

Thrust on Product Innovation
Vertically integrated projects across semesters to encourage product innovation

Programs in Integrated Product Design
 
SIDI  launched its  M.Des. and Ph D programs in Integrated Product Design 
in 2021 and is about to launch the Minor in Design (B Tech)  and Dual Degree 
programs.  
 
The purpose of the programs is to produce design leaders who have the 
courage and confidence to identify and resolve paradoxical challenges through 
creative, smart and contextually relevant products.

Our 18 credit Design Spine program introduces integrated product design 
and digital experience to all undergraduate engineering students. They are 
exposed to essential research, problem solving, prototyping, innovation and 
communication skills that differentiate them from the conventional engineer-
ing students, offering them a broader landscape of opportunities for employ-
ment and higher education.

For engineering students who are inclined towards the domain of integrat-
ed design and wish to expand their future horizon into solution architecture, 
product management or entrepreneurship, we offer two specialist design-cen-
tric transdisciplinary programmes: B.Tech (Minor in Design) and a five-year 
dual-degree program (B Tech & M Des). 

Program Objectives 

• To nurture curiosity, aesthetic sense, creative confidence and self-directed learning
• To cultivate critical thinking, and social and environmentally responsible behaviors
• To develop the courage and ability to lead change and demonstrate design leadership
• To encourage product innovation in areas that can lead to Atmanirbhar Bharat
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The courses in the first two semesters are designed to 
aid the concept and embodiment design projects of the 
students. The course delivery will be coordinated by 
faculty to ensure that they add value to the students and 
their projects. The courses will also be augmented by a 
series of workshops with external experts. The students 
will be encouraged to leverage the power of digital tools 
from the second semester. 

As a policy, the school will encourage students to mix and 
match open-source tools. An overview of industry grade 
tools will be provided through workshops. The vertical 
specific electives will help the students understand 
practices in specific industries of interest. A full-
semester internship provides an option for the students 
to experience product development in the industry or 
develop their own product/startup or work on faculty-led 
products. Internships will be co-supervised by the faculty. 

The evaluation process will include class assignments, 
project reviews by industry mentors and an external 
jury, and reflection on their experience and theoretical 
concepts. The assessments will look into the ability of 
the student to produce highest quality of work with 
available tools. The internship report will require the 
student to reflect on his/her participation and the 
process of product development in the chosen context. 
The final project evaluation will not only assess the 
product prototype, but also a thesis where the student is 
expected to reflect on his/her experience in design and 
innovation vis-à-vis the theoretical concepts learnt. The 
above activities are expected to challenge the thinking of 
students and instill the spirit of action research.



Vivek KK
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V Avinash 

After four years of Engineering education and 
three and half years of product design work, I have 
realized that nothing really makes sense without a 
captivating backstory. 

I am on a quest to unravel the true essence of a  ‘Story’ 
and how it can build a strong foundation to support 
my constantly evolving design definition. 

I’m currently interning as an Industrial Designer in 
the field of Neonatal Incubator Design for Phoenix 
medical systems. I am keen on UX research and UI & 
Visual designs. As an exploration,  I would like to try 
out Package Design, Strategy & Branding. 

In my leisure time, I love to do sketching and  
photography. I also watch movies. My hobbies make 
me feel relaxed and also keep me creative and open 
to different perspectives.
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Anant Chintada

As a design enthusiast with the backgroud of 
mechanical engineering, I have lot of potential 
to do and learn in the world of design. My 2 years 
of experience as a Patent Illustrator at EigerTech 
Knowledge services, an IP firm, boosted with much 
deep knowledge of legal advantages. 

I am interested in medical products, consumer products 
and accessories. The intership opportunity I have got 
with Phoenix Medical Systems is about  developing a 
non-invasive oxygen supply interface for neonates.  
I never stop myself from doing new things by thinking 
about the outcome.  I enjoy working in a team, 
contributing with my critical thinking ability in making 
sensible & quick decisions which lead to accomplishing 
targets in a much effective manner. 

In my free time, I like to watch documentaries, paint 
and  reate some fun things out of junk to make that 
curious mid-on round the clock.

https://www.behance.net/anantworks
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Art is storytelling and design is narration. I believe 
good design is a collaboration of technology,
engineering and art. My interest in these fields 
guides me in developing skills to ideate, visualize and 
understand obstacles and resolve them.

I am currently interning as an industrial designer 
at Design Art Industrial Design Studio. At present 
working on consumer product designs and electric 
vehicle prototype designs. I see myself working in the 
domains of Consumer Product design, Automobile 
design, Branding and Graphics design.

In my spare time I sketch, listen to music, play basket-
ball and video games. I like to watch movies and ani-
me and read manga.

https://www.behance.net/thisisviki
linkedin.com/in/vivek-k-k-882985181
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Abhishek Rajendra Patil

As an artist, I believe that design is not always 
something that can be justified with available 
references, it can be a unique ideology that 
differs to every individual’s perspective. 

I find my interest in Industrial Design where I get 
a chance to develop concepts using my sketching 
skills and creative imagination. Also, I enjoy 
making illustrations, working on prototypes 
using foam and playing with clay.

As a product design intern, currently I am 
working on multiple projects -developing hand 
rehabilitation device for burn patients, designing 
driver station for a special purpose vehicle etc. 

In my spare time, I enjoy doing sketching, craft 
(mostly for home interior) and dance. I prefer 
playing badminton, football, basketball or even 
games like treasure hunt.
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Tanmay Dhananjay Kulkarni

Since my days as a mechanical engineering student, 
I have found design very intriguing. I try to be a good 
observant as well as have a creative mindset to find and 
solve problems.  

I have previously worked as a design intern in the FMCG 
sector on student products with active engagement in 
conceptualization, ideation, and design stages along 
with 3D Modelling. A short stint as a freelancer casted 
light on product design as well as development of 
custom lighting fixtures mainly for architectural projects 
with a lighting design firm.
 
I am currently interning at a venture design firm where 
I have got a chance to look at design from a business 
point of view while using it as a tool to create meaningful 
experiences. Having known about this field and gaining 
interest in it, I see myself working in the domains of 
Service design encompassing Phygital experiences and 
spaces. 

History, culture, and music are areas which fascinate me. 
I believe in collective work and try to bring the best out of 
me and my colleagues whenever possible.
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D R Vaishnavi 

I wanted to be a good Embedded Systems Architect for 
the longest time. I loved electronic hardware design and 
Embedded C programming. But it all changed after I 
worked at IISc, Bangalore as a Project Assistant. I realized 
that I had a strong empathy for the users. This motivated 
me to pursue my Master’s in Design. 

I am currently doing my internship as a UX Research 
Intern at Simyog Technology Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore. I work on 
enhancing the User Experience and Customer Experience 
of their proprietary EMC Simulation software, Compliance-
scope®. I am also involved in designing the UI and UX 
for a new Simulation software that will be developed in 
collaboration with Mercedes Benz, India. 

Recently I designed the placement website for my college 
IIITDM, Kancheepuram and it was brought to life by my 
talented juniors at college who skillfully managed to make 
the design both desktop and mobile-friendly.

Areas of Interest:
UX Research | UX & UI Design | Interaction Design | 
Customer Experience Design | Branding and Strategy

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vaishnavi-dr/
https://sites.google.com/view/vaishnavidr/home
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D B Prem Kumar

After completing my B.Tech (Chemical Engineering) 
at JNTU, Anantapur, 2021, following my desire to 
explore fascinating things around me to learn and get 
inspired, I shifted to design. As a design enthusiast, 
I am interested in observing and solving challenging 
problems.  I believe in designing products in an 
expressive manner such that the process is a collective 
work of creativity, responsibility and usability. 
 
I am keen in the areas of Consumer product design and 
Industrial design to create a new product or as well as 
the development of an existing product.
    
Currently I am interning at Design Art industrial design 
studio at Chennai. The studio is a very great place for 
learning various stages of the design process. I have 
been working in the organization’s extensive fields of 
design services such as Industrial lift design, Electric 
Vehicle prototype development and some other basic 
consumer product design.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/prem-kumar-dasari-
30149b180/
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Aakash Ramesh

A design enthusiast interested in observing and solving 
challenging problems. I desire to explore fascinating 
things around me to learn and get inspired. 

I believe in designing products as a collective work 
of creativity, responsibility and usability. I focus on 
designing a product in an expressive way as well as 
enhancing the value of well being.

Area of interests :
Design of Medical Devices , UI/UX , Product Design ,  
Experience Design, Packaging Design

Internship Details : 
●Design of Laparoscopic Camera Holder For Pediatric 
Surgeries  (IIT Delhi - AIIMS )
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Anupriya Gopal

Colours, details and emotions - sums up almost 
everything that catches my fancy. I believe everything is 
a canvas, so be it digital or physical space, I love creating 
stuff!

I have experience in UX research and wireframing, UI & 
Visual Design (in Digital domain). I previously interned 
as a UX design, research and product management 
intern (individual contributor) in a startup based out 
of the silicon valley and I am currently interning at 
Tata Elxsi, as a designer (Automotive HMI design for 
e-cockpits) and a Trends Researcher.

I’m still exploring my interests and other fields. I would 
like to try out Strategy & Branding, Game (visuals, level 
design), Spatial Design and Photography. I gravitate 
towards anything that lies in the intersection of Design, 
Art, Technology and Management.

Links to my work:
https://www.behance.net/anupriyagopal
https://www.instagram.com/_kshanam_/ 
www.linkedin.com/in/anupriya-gopal
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Athira Balakrishnan

I am a colour fanatic aesthete. I love how versatile 
every art and design is. Articulating into existence 
something that is tangible from intangible human 
emotions and feelings is something that I am good 
at. The fact that the same design conveys different 
meanings and perspectives to each of its users 
fascinates me. I completed my Bachelor’s of Design 
from the Department of Fashion Communication, 
NIFT Hyderabad. 
 
Art direction and Concept Development are two 
major areas of my interest. I also love branding and 
visual merchandising which gives identity to the 
product or service.  
 
I am currently interning as a product designer and 
branding head in a leather manufacturing company.  
I am learning the art of making hand crafted 
leather shoes, bags and other accessories. I have 
previously worked as a branding head in a couture 
lifestyle brand in Gurgaon. I like traveling, films and 
indigenous crafts.  

I am also a yoga trainer.
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D Karthiga 

I am interested in ‘Systems Design’, where it connects 
engineering, architecture & packaging thus forms a 
network.

In my masters, I have been working on a Health 
Monitoring System for Livestock, which involves an 
interconnection of  various stakeholders. This project 
has helped me inculcate Systems Thinking.

Currently, as a design intern, I am engaged in 
a project on Architectural Decors. This involves 
understanding and analyzing customers, materials, 
interlocking mechanisms, and diverse designs  for 
designing a modular wall cladding system . The 
insights I have gained from this project give me 
confidence to improve and enhance the designs 
further.

In my free time, I like knitting, embroidery and 
reading fiction. 
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K C Sarath

After graduating as a mechanical engineer,  I worked as a 
3D modeller in Broad Gauge Production where I created 
rendered models of trains using PTC CREO, Blender, 
Keyshot and Microsoft train simulator game. 
 
As a design intern at IIITDM under Dr. Raguraman, 
I am designing a system for banana fiber extraction 
from the sheath of banana trunk. The extracted banana 
fiber is widely used in many industries to create various 
products. 
 
My interest is in industrial design challenges, where 
I could use my 3D modelling skills to solve them in a 
creative manner. I like computer gaming, photography, 
travelling, sports and socializing. 
 
I am very curious and always try my best to reach 
perfection in every task that I pick.
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